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OLIVER HAZARD PERRY CLASS FFG
PIER WORK SCENARIO

Situation: Your ship is moored starboard side to, bow in along the wall in FFG alley at
Naval Station, Mayport. Ship's heading is 153 degrees true. You will be the Conning
Officer for an unassisted, i.e., no tug or pilot, departure. Winds are light and variable and
current is negligible. There are no material degradations that will affect propulsion,
navigation, or ship control. The Auxiliary Propulsion Units (APU's) have been extended,
but not started. Your Commanding Officer's preference is that you operate the APU's
"in tandem" (always trained to the same angle) rather than "split."

A typical sequence of events might be:
- XO repOlis to the CO that the ship is ready in all respects to get underway.
- CO directs you to get the ship underway.
- Your first commands are to the helmsman: Right full rudder (to lift the stem to port
once you have created ahead prop wash/flow), Train port and starboard APU's to 210 (to
provide, once started, a reasonable amount of side force/vector to port and a relatively
large astern force/vector to drive the engine against).
- Once the rudder and APU's are positioned, your next orders are to the deck force:
Forecastle, fantail, bridge. Take in all lines.
- Your goal is to lift the entire ship off the pier and walk, or "crab,' the ship to port. Your
next commands are directed to the Helmsman and Lee Helmsman: Start starboard APU,
Engine ahead for 3 knots, Start port APU. The APU's trained in tandem to 210 are now
simultaneously creating an astern vector and side vector to port. We know this because
we have studied vector analysis in the excellent articles written by CDR John Becker.
- The ship starts to move sideways to port. So far, so good.
- After a short while, you notice that the bow seems to be coming off the pier a bit faster
than the stem, and the ship has developed slight sternway. A quick glance at the bridge-
wing pelorus confirms the movement of the bow. Ship's heading is now 151 degrees.
This doesn't surprise you. A force working against you, especially when the ship is at
low speed, is the stem-walk force which tends to move the stem to starboard due to the
direction of propeller rotation. When walking the ship to port, the stem-walk must be
overcome.
- Your next commands are: Train APU's to 200, Engine ahead for 4 knots. These actions
will slightly reduce the side vector and increase the astern vector created by the APU's,
and result in more wash across the rudder due to the increased power setting on the
engine. This creates more lift from the rudder.
- It appears the stem and the bow are now moving away from the pier at approximately
the same rate. This is good. When the ship is approximately 3 ship-widths away from
the pier, you are ready to start backing towards the turning basin.
- You order: Train APU' s to 180, engine ahead for 2 knots, rudder amidships. These
actions should result in the ship backing due to setting the APU's to achieve the
maximum astern vector. With the engine ahead for two knots, the APU's astern vector
will overcome the ahead thrust from the engine and the ship will back.
- The ship is gaining sternway at a nice rate. However, the stem seems to be moving to
starboard and the ship's heading is now 150 degrees and slowly swinging to the left.



After muttering, "Damn stern-walk monster" under your breath, you order: Right 20
degrees rudder. This seems to do the trick. The stern stops swinging to starboard and is
now slowly moving to port. As the ship's heading is approaching 153 degrees, you
order: Ease your rudder to right 10 degrees. This seems to eliminate the swing and the
ship is now backing in what looks like a straight line. It appears that with the engine
ahead for 2 knots, there is enough prop wash for the rudder to respond, but not enough
ahead power to kill the sternway.
- The ship backs nicely into the turning basin and is in a good position to make a port turn
towards the channel. You recall learning about the "FFG twist" the last time you were at
the simulator. This looks like a good opportunity to try it out. You issue the following
commands to the ship control personnel: Rudder amidships, Train APU's to 240, Engine
ahead for 4 knots, Left full rudder. The bow starts to swing to port as the sternway comes
off the ship. The APU's at 240 are right at one of the train limits for tandem operations.
The 240 angle on the APU's generates a maximum side vector to port and minimum
astern vector. The stern is lifting to starboard due to the large rudder angle and engine
going ahead. As the ship moves ahead slowly and swings to the outbound course you
place the rudder amidships, stop the APU' s and train them to 180 degrees. You then
increase speed to 5 knots and request permission from the CO to retract the APU's.
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EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the first part of a
TWo-part feature on slriphandling charac-
teristics of the Oliver Hazard Perry·c1ass
guided-missile frigau:s. Part /I will ap'
p~ar in th~ Fcbruary Proceedings.

When I was commissioned in the late
1960s, the officers I served under had
been at sea during World War II. or they
had trained under others who had. They
were masters of the shiphandling art. The
ships of the destroyer navy had grown
only slightly as each new class was intro-
duced. 1bey were twin-screw, stearn pro-
pelled, and very similar in their handling
characteristics. An officer could spend an
entire career with only a short learning
curve at each new duty station. The result
was a more or less standard way of ship-
handling that, when combine4 with the
immense experience of the conning offi-
cers, set a standard of exCellence that is
rarely equaled.

Now an officer is frequently required
to handle several destroyer types-
twin-screw destroyers, single-screw frig-

. .,* ~ : .• :: ;- ....•; .•. ~. :7 .•.l... !:
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Special: The FFGs

ates, gas-turbine propulsion with control-
lable·pilch propellers, and steam propul-
sion with fixed-pilch propellers and
auxiliary propulsion units (APUs).

The Olh'cr Hazard Perry (FFG-7)-
class guided-missile frigales are lhe mosl
numerous of any U. S. Navy ship class
yet, but lhere is little published on this
class's shiphandling. The basic premise
for handling the FFG-7 is simple: APUs
to oppose the main engine and move the
bow. rudder to control not only ship
course but also lateral movement of the
stem, and main engine to keep an effec-
tive flow across the rudder as well as
move the ship.

Using the combination of engine, rud-
der, and APUs it is possible to recapture
the shiphandling excellence that was the
traditional hallmark of the destroyerman.
The FFG is fairly forgiving once you
understand the vector logic. You can usu-
ally be a little slow in making your deci-
sions and still recover nicely. You will
find your FFG to be a handy. responsive
ship that is fun to handle. It really is the

Handling the FFG-7

sports car of the fleet.
The FFGs are a legacy of Admiral

Elmo R. Zumwalt·s tenure as Chief of
Naval Operations. I The -theory is you
don't need an Aegis cruiser for every de-
stroyer mission and you can build IwO
low-mix FFGs for the price of one high-
mix Spruance (DD-963)-class deslroyer
(or five FFGs for one Arleigh Bur~
[DOG-51) Aegis deslroyer)-bul that's
politics and this is about shiphandling.

What low mix means to the FFGdriver
is thai the designers said the hell with
redundancy and gave you only one pr0-
peller shaft instead of two. one anchor
instead of two, one boat ... well. you
get the picture. Unlike earlier single-
screw frigates, however, the FFG-7 bas
gas-turbine engines, a variable-pitchpr0-
peller. and APUs. Its handling c:hz'ad.er-
istics are unique. and the combinaion 0(
what you have to handle the ship Yo'ith is
unique.

Let's start with an outboard profile.
Standing on the bridge. your ~ of
eye is 41 feet. the bull nose is 132fed in



fron! of YOU. and the stem is either 313
fect or 3:! I feet behind you dcpending on
your FFG' s flight deck/stcm dcsign.
Your ship has a 47-foot beam. and the
decpest projcction bclow the •••..alerline is
thc screw. The screw is 10 fcel 2 im:hes
below the keel. The screw's dcpth is a
function of displaccment-generally
about 24'/~ feet.

The Bridge: This area is dcsigned to
support the "minimum manning con-
cept" (another low-mix legacy). The
helmsman not only controls the rudder
but also has direct control of the main
engines and APUs. During restricted
maneuvering conditions, a lee helmsman
is assigned to operate the main engine
programmed control lever.

This throttle, located on the helms-
man's right, controls both propeller pitch
and engine speed through the processor in
the central control station (CCS). The
processor, when in the "programmed
cuntrol" mode, adjusts the pitch and
shaft revolutions per minute (rpm) to ob-
tain the speed you have ordered on the
throttle. Programmed control is the only
way you will have control on the bridge,
CCS can take control from the bridge for
lighting off or securing engines or during
a casualty, Changing the shaft rpm andJor
the pitch will alter the ship's speed. At
lower speeds, the propeller's pitch is the
primary impetus to change: an increase in
pitch increases the ship's speed while
rpm changes are minimal. Once maxi-
mum pitch is reached, all further speed
increases are achieved by increasing shaft
rpm. (See Table I.)

Notice that shaft rpm drops slightly as
pitch is applied in the ahead direction at
low speeds. When there isn't a lot of
wind you can hear a change in the gas
turbines on the bridge. This will let you
know when your order is taking effect
and is helpful when all you want to do is
give the ship a little push. Notice also that
full astern pitch is reached at back one-
third. This is a major cause of greater
stern walk while backing.

Where's lhe Slern? Ever since the
Navy got serious about putting helicop-
ters on board destroyer-type ships, our
superstructures have begun to look more
and more like big boxes. At the same
time, the hulls have been getting longer
and longer, but the bridge wings have
stayed about the same-they don't ex-
tend over the side and the net result is
poor or nonexistent visibility aft.

This is particularly troublesome when
mooring in a situation with little clear-
ance astern. Most ships rely on thc fantail
line-handling party to keep thcm advised.
In thc best of circumstances, all one gets
is a "guesstimatc" by someone claiming

Table I Ship speed, s1w.ft rpm and propeller pitch
Single Engine Two Engines

Ship Shaft Prop Ship Shaft Prop
Speed rpm Pilch Speed rpm Pitch

25 142 +23.5 ahead flank 29+ 180 +23.5
20 112 +23.5 ahead full 25 142 +23.5
15 82 +23.5 ahead standard 15 82 +23.5
10 50 +23.5 ahead 213 10 52 +23.5
7 37 +23.5 7 46 +16.5
5 33 +15.0 ahead 113 5 46 .+10.0
0 44 +1.5 stop 0 56 + 1.5
5 54 -14.8 back 1/3 5 54 -14.8

10 83 -14.8 back 213 10 83 -14.8
15 113 -14.8 back 213 15 113 -14.8

to have "seaman's eye." Some ships put
out flags on horizontal poles that can be
seen from the bridge.

My local harbor pilot in Mayport, Cap-
tain Tom Reynolds, told me the flags
reminded him of training wheels and
passed along the following method for
telling where the stern is:

Stand on the bridge wing from where
you normally conn the ship alongside.
Have someone place a life ring in the
water, positioning it even with the after-
most part of the stern, but far enough
from the side so you can see it from the
bridge. As you look at the life ring, try to
sight some object on the side of the ship
that is in line with the ring. On my ship I
painted a smaIl white band around a deck
drain pipe just forward of the hangar. It
was seven feet four inches from the main
deck to the mark. On your ship, it may be
the top of a handrail or a vent.

Once you've identified or painted your
mark, anything below your line of sight
to the mark is forward of the stern and
therefore a danger. Anything above your
line of sight is clear of the stern.

Main Engines: The engines are Gen-
eral Electric LM2500 gas turbines. Al-
though they are capable of 25,()()()horse-
power, they are regulated by speed- and
torque-limiting circuits in the engine-
control computer to 20,500 shaft horse-
power each. If that doesn't impress your
friends, tell them you have the seagoing
version of the TF·39 engine uscd in the
DC- I0 airliner and the Air Force C-5A
Galaxy.

The jet engine part of the LM25OOs,
called the" gas generator," has no direct
mechanical link with the reduction gear
or propeller shaft. Power is produced by
putting another turbine wheel, called the
"power turbinc," in the exhaust of the
gas-generator section of the LM2Soo.
This is called "air coupling." It's possi-

ble to run the gas turbine without turning
over the reduction gear or shaft. We do
this by engaging the shaft brake.

Shaft Brake: Use of this brake is gov-
erned by a set of important rules:
~ Before engaging the shaft brake, tell
CCS so they can pass the word for people
in the main engine room to stand clear.
The brakes have, on occasion, thrown
various pieces around the engine room
after coming apart.
~ Don't leave the brake engaged for
more than 14 minutes.2
~ Don't use the shaft brake more than six
times in one hour; this will prevent exces-
sive heat buildup.3

Sounds easy, doesn't it? Buthold on-
you're not ready for your surface warfare
officer (SWO) board until you can list in
proper "GITMO" fashion the require-
ments for the brake to engage. They are:
~ Shaft at idle, below 75 rpm.
~ Throttle at stop position.
~ Pitch at zero.

. ~ Control must be at the station engaging
the brake.

In other words: You've got control on
the bridge and want to engage the brake.
You must bring the throttle back to the
stop position and it must be in the detent;
otherwise, the brake won't engage.

While this may sound likc SWO trivia,
the shaft brake is one (,,,.,1 you have in
your ditty bag to fight the awesome
"Sternwalk Monster."

C/ulch: The power turbines are cou-
pled to the reduction gear using a syn-
chronized self-shifting (that's triple s to
snipes) clutch. Here you've really got the
Spruances beat-no air bags or failed
operational propulsion plant examina-
tions (OPPEs) owing to clutch problems.
The triplc s clutch is a simple reliable
system that automatically engages or dis-
engagcs the gas.turbine eng,ines as they
comc on the line or are secured.
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Propcllt:r: Once: the: clutch engages,

the reduction gear turns and power is
\ transmittcd to the controllable-pitch pro-

peller (CPP to FFG handlers, not to bc
confuscd with thc controllable reverse
piICh-CRP-propeller on the Spru-
ana). The CPP is 16'/: feet in diamcter
and creates the Stem walk Monster.

APUs: What makes FFGs unique
among U. S. Navy surface combatants is
the addition of two retractable APUs in-
stalled side by side directly underneath
the bridge. They were designed to get the
ship back to port after a main engine cas-
ualty. but are used for all low-speed ship-
handling evolutions. The APUs are con-
stant-speed, 325-horsepower electric

motors driving a 36-inch propellcr. This
is an important point: you can't adjust
their speed. What you can do, howevcr,
is change their direction. By doing this
you change the force exencd on the ship
in the ahead/astern direction and the port!
starboard direction. The: APUs arc posi-
tioned using relative train orders with the
ordered bearing being the direction in
which you want the APU to push.

Som~ APU Rul~s:
•. Ship speed must be below five knots
for raising or lowering, or for operating
the APUs.4

•. Have three ship service diesel'genera-
tors (SSDGs) on the line.
•. Do not exceed three stans in rapid suc-

Table 2 .APU Head/Tail Boundary Restrictions
Head to Head Port APU betw.een ,060. and 120 and starboard 24D to 300
Tail to Tail Port APU between 240 and 300 and starboard 060 to 120
Head to Tail Port APU between 060 and 120 and ,starboard 060 to 120-. .. ~. "~:".,."....~.- ", or·..··::;.:.·?~::1t::#:~~-;.>·":.

..'. Port APU between 240 and 300 and starboard 240 to 300

Figure 2 APU Heidn'ail
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wake boundaries are defined in Ihe Tail,
to-Tail and the Head-to-Tail rules (see
Figure: 2).'

Sam£"APU Suggestions: Use the APUs
in tandem. A lot of people like: to put one
APU athwanships (090 or 270) and one
at 180. This has been called thc APU
power makeup and works adequately in
some situations, usually at the beginning
or end of a mooring evolution. Once you
start changing APU directions and are
keeping both of them energized. how-
ever, it's easy to get confused. You're
trying to keep track of enough things as it
is. Give yourself a break-for most evo-
lutions keep both APUs trained in the
same direction. If you want to move the
bow to port or starboard you will get
more of a push wilh bolh APUs at 24D or
120 than with one at 270 or 090. For
Ihose who don't believe me, calculate the
cosine of 30 degrees times 2 (APUs)
times 325 (horsepower). My calculator
gets 563 horsepower push to the side.

Using both APUs together also gives
you more flexibility in maneuvering the
ship. Your FFG will almost never move
exactly according to your initial game

cession or six starts per minute with less
than a five-second off period between
starts. S

•. Don't start both APUs togcther.
•. Never operate both APUs.6
•. Don't train an operating APU in the
wake of another operating APU. The

plan. When you've got your APUs in the
APU power makeup position you've lost
the ability to make fine adjustments to the
movement of the bow. All you can do is
start and stop the ath ••••.artship APU. With
both APUs you can make small changes
to the bow by training them. The same



applies to using the APU at 180. You ean
only use n5 horsepower's worth of your
main engine without gelling headway.
but by using two APUs and changing the
APU train you can not only make incre-
mental fore and aft adjustments. you can
also use more main engine power. which
will in turn give you greater conlrol of the
stem by using the rudder. (See Figure 3.)

Notice lhat with both APUs at 150/210
you get a side vector equal to one APU at
0901270 (the same as APU power
makeup). but you get a larger astern vec-
tor. Now you can use a larger engine-
ahead vector to control the stem. For this
reason, APUs at 150 is a good staning
point to crab to starboard. To crab to pon
you will want to use more engine and
rudder power to overcome the starboard
stem walk. so a 200 train for both APUs
is a good staning position. Because of the
larger astern vector from the APUs. you
can use a 3V~-4·knot ahead bell without
gelling headway.

Some APU Reminders:
~ Remember the APU locations-below
the bridge (frame 100) just forward of the
pivot point. The APUs not only push the
bow, they also tend to move the entire
ship. You can't twist the ship by pointing
one APU ahead and one astern.
~ It takes time to raise and lower APUs.
In making a landing you must plan ahead
on when to slow the ship below 5 knots,
and then allow about 2 V: minutes to
lower the APUs.
~ Both APUs operated at 180 will re-
quire about 41/z knots ahead on the main
engine to keep the ship dead in the water.
~ The Heads or Tails rule applies only
when both APUs are energized.
~ APUs can be trained while they are
energized as long as you don't violate the
wake rule.

Other Factors:
~ A lot of sail area. FFGs are very sensi-
tive to the wind. Even a 5-knot cross
wind will cause a noticeable set. It's time
to eallthe tugs if you have an unfavorable
wind of more than about 12 knots. Re-
member the hangar doors during ship-
handling evolutions. Open hangars tend
to catch any wind from astern and push
the stern accordingly. This has occasion-
ally been used as an assist by some sharp
FFG handlers. When CCS totall)' loses it
(i.e. experiences main propulsion casu-
alty), an FFG will lie broadside to the
wind.
~ Thin skin. FFGs (we're 10..••.mix, re-
member) have thin hull plating-as thin
as 'I.-inch amidships. You may get to
leave your FFG with a permanent record
of your shiphandling expcnise, while
your buddies on other ship elasses can
paint over their mistakes. Watch out for

One
Football
Field

With leottrudder thc bo .•.•.gOC'S 10 port and thc stcrn moves to starboard around the
pivot point.
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Note the position oi thc came-I, be,ween Framc5 186 and 253.

the masker belts. and abo for the replen-
ishment outriggers.
~ A pivot point slightly ul>ufrthe arid}.:/.'.
You can't be too precise here. b it under
the combined antenna svstem (CAS)? In
the charthouse? Just ass~mc it's between
you and the SPS-49 air search radar plat-
form. Leave the jackstaff up during sea
detail so you have a quick reierence of
the bow falling ofi to one side or the
other, but remember-you have a foot-
ball field behind you tha; '" III move to the
side from a pivot po 101 tlnly slightly
astern of your connin~ po,ilion on the

bridge. Experienced shiphandlerli. re-
gardless of ship cla.~s. always watch the
stern for early indications of the ship
twisting around the pivot point. The 35-
foot whip antennae on the back of an
FFG's 02 level are excellent reference
points. One note of caution: when using
APUs. the pivot point will move aft, de-
pending upon the trained position of the
APUs.
~ A 6.000-pound an~hor and 13 shuts
(/ .170fut) ofa Ij/1f-in~hchain. Low mix
here means only one anchor. The hawse
is located on the starboard bow.



~ SlUlII.lard dc.vrrm'cr mourill/-: IlIw,L
Line~ onc and si:l. arc six inches and arc
u~ed a~ hrea~1 lines. 10 control 1:ltcral
l1111vementof the ship. Lincs two. three.
f(lur. and live are liv~'-ill\:h lines and ,Ire
used as sprint.: lines. 10 control r"re and
aft l11ovemenl. Lines IWll and rour ched,
headway and lines threc and live check
stemway.
~ A \I'urpill/-: CUp.I·1U1Ialf ulld UII eJl/ellOr
.••.·i/ICllasslorwurd. Thc anchor windlass is
filled with a gypsyhead for handling
lines. The gypsyhead and the capstan are
usually used with the breast Iines in
mooring evolutions.
~ A ked-mounrcd rubber sonCir clul/l".
Thc domc is 20 fcet art of thc am:hor
hawscpipe.
~ He/o sul!!fy n"ts mOl/IIII'd (J/lfhoCird uf
rhe hull. A lot of shore intermcdiatc
maintenance activity sailors havc made a
career of rcpairing thc fiberglass n.et
frames. Whether yours are aluminum or
fiberglass, you can easily decertify your
flight deck with a misplaced tug or a
sloppy landing.
~ Sharp sides. No. wc're not lalking
about your paint job. We're talking about
the angle between the side and the main
deck. This is particularly important when
mooring alongside another FFG. Return-
ing from sea you will usually be riding
higher than your sister ships. which is a
perfect way to make an impression. The
areas below the bridge wing and the
hangar sides are the most vulneroible.
Hand-tended fenders are essential here.

If your FFG is going to be held off the
pier or another ship with camels, the
camels need to be placed between the
masker belts. This is the only place where
the sides stay vertical for any depth below
the waterline. If the camel is fore or aft of
the masker belts. your FFG may ride up
and over the camel because the slope of
the hull.

"Different ships. different long
splices." is the old saying. Just as there

arc many ways to handlc an FFG. therc
arc ahl' dirrcn:nt W;Jys to give conning
llrders. Find out Wh;Jl's in stv!l.: on Your
~hip herllre your lirst wall.'h.· •

I:'/Igilll' Ore/c·r.l: SUI1lI.' diffen:nl.'es in-
dudc giving en~lne Ilnkrs in I'cel of pitl.'h
I'm low-sre~'J m<Jncuverinl,: or giving
engine orders in sh;Jft rpm when along-
siJe other ships for underway-replenish-
ment cUnRepl opcr;Jtions. Onc varialion
on the second easc is giving CCS engine
conlrol hcc<Jusc lhey can read shaft speed
to single rplll·S. The bridge dial indicator
can only read 10 the nearcsl live. rpm's. I
think all or these melhods arc unneces-
sary. Keep throttle comrol on the bridge
and give cnginc orders in terms of knots
or half knot~. Even alongside during
UnReps. half·knot engine ordcrs will
keep you on sIal ion without difliculty.
Phrascs like "ahead easy" are fine when
talking to your tugmasler. but arc impre-
cise to your bridge crew and should not
be used.

APU Ordas: APUs are anolher area of
difference. Some ships call them
lhrusters. some "start" the APUs and
some "energize" lhem. I prefer "start"
only because that has been a standard
command in the engineering world and
APUs arc nOl lhrusters. as any ex-tank
landing ship driver will tell you. Because
the "head-lo-head" configuration is
often a convenient way to leave the APUs
when making fine adjustments to the
bow. the order "train lhe APUs head to
head" can be used as a standard com-
mand. Remember lhe rule against having
both APUs energized while head to head.
The helmsman should always respond to
a completed APU order with whelher the
APUs are "on" or "off."

Rudda Ordas: Chalk one up for tradi-
tion. mates! If you can overlook that poor
excuse for a wheel on the ship conlrol
console. you can give the same standard
rudder orders your great-groindpappy
gave in the Big One. As with all de-
stroyer typc~. standard rudder is 15°. full

Table 3 Sampl~ Conning Ord~rs
Right full rudder
Engine ahead standard
Indicate 12 knots
Train port APU to 120
Start port APU .
Port APU is trained to 120 and

on, Sir
Train port and starboard APUs

to 180
Port and starboard APUs ar~

Trailled TOJ 80 alld off.- Sir
Train APUs head to head
Porr APU is 090 alld off.

starboard APU is 270 and off,
Sir

rudder is 30°, and hard rudder is 35°.
Sample OrclNS: Table 3 lists some rec-

ommended conning orders for an FFG.
They are not all-inclusive. They should
be considered a supplement to the WaTch
Officers Guide. For the sake of clarity,
orders will be indicated in bold type and
responses in ilalic.

'Adm. Elmo R. Zun' ••.~lt. Jr .• USN (ReL). On Watch
(New York: Quadr.,"~le/Ne .••.York Times Bool; Co.•
1976). pp. 72-75.
:Na"J("a T("ch Manual. S9234·AD·MM~I()(
LM2500. Vol. 1 Pt. l. p. 3.:!.
)FFG-7 Class Advi.ory 15/114.Commander Naval
5<:. S)'$lems Command rnc:uage. 061544 Man:h
1984.
'Na"S("a Tech MU1UJa{ Q963-LP.()47 RetraeUble
Auxiliary Propulsion System. PI'. 2-11.
~Ibid.. pp. 2-1:!.
°Nav5<:aTech Manual. Retrolctahlc Auxili:u)' 1'rof'U1-
sion Syslem. PI'. :!-I:!.
'FFG· 7 CIa", Ad,';son' JlVllO. revision one. APU
Tr4in MOlor Ovcr,·~nl. Com=ooer Naval 5<:a
Systems Command mcs.<a~eO1l2026ZJanuary 1986.

A winner of the Junior Officer Shiphan<Jlin~Compe·
tilion •.' a lieule""na. Commander B••-.:Lerhas scnocd
on a V"4rietyof <!e"roy=. fri~al"". an amphibious
ship. aOOon 5""ift h,,~ts in Victn~m. He eommanded
the: USS Antrim (FfG 201 from Janu:u)' 1936 una;1
March 1911K.Conllnandcr Bc..·Leris cum:ntly lhc sur·
face operations om"cr fllr Carrier Group Six.

The USS l11grahaln Last of the Breed, First of a Kind

The USS IIl~rahallf cFFG-61). com-
missioned 5 August 1989. is the 51 Sl and
linal USS Olilw HU:lIrcf.Par\, CFFG-7)-
class ship delivered 10 the U: S. Nil\'Y.
The Ingrahalll was constructed .at lhe
Texld Shipyard in San Pedro. California.
Combat system inlcgration ..•..as al.'com-
plished by Unisys Corporation. Defense
Systcms. primarily al the FFG- 7 Combal
Systcm Tesl Center CCSTC) in

Ronkonkoma. New York. The U. S.
Nav)' FFG- 7 ship conslruction progr.lm
will end after almost lwO decadcs when
Il/l:ruhcJm completes her post shakedown
a\'ailahility in early Il:)W.

Comb<Jl systcm developmcnl work for
the USS Olil'C'r Iiu:urcl I'ar;; (FFG-7)
began in 1972 at thc Sperry (now Unisys)
land·hased test sitc in l"cw York. \I,,.hich
featured a physical muck-up of the com·

bat svstem. including a function:!) combat
info(mation center (CIC). equipment
rooms. and livc roldars. Weapon system
simulalors and a dediealcd simulation
support program pruvidc.:d rc<Jlistic FFG· 7
combat environments for CIC orer.ltions.

Developmcnt progressed through four
baselines using the Comhat System Test
Center as a .••..orking laboratory before the
Navy approved the final Oli\'('r Hu:urd



Special: The FFGs-Part IT
Handling the FFG-7

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the second part of
a two-parr feature on shiphandling char-
ac/uistics of the Oliver Hazard Perry-
dLiss guided·missile frigates. Part I ap-
pl!ared in the Jalluary Proceedings.

Vector Logic for Black SIt;)I!S

The F-14 jocks have their vector logic
grid for getting to the right station in
fighting the outer air battle. Blackshoes
soon learn that handling an FFG is simply
a matter of controlling and balancing vec-
tors-using all of the forces available to
move the ship where you want it to go,

The Sternwalk MOllsra: Go look at the
aft starboard side of any FFG that has
been in commission for more than a few
years and you will see the bites of the
Stemwalk Monster. There are always
those who don't believe or who forget.
Never forget the Stemwalk Monster on
an FFG.

The theory is that the propeller blades
deeper in the water exert a greater force
than those nearer the surface. The result
is a side force; the fact that the propeller
is at the stern cause the stem to "walk"
to the side.

Imagine that someone replaced the
controllable-pitch propellors (CCPs) with
a giant truck tire. Then picture the tire
touching the bottom. When the shaft
turns, the stem will move as the tire rolls
across the botton; i.11is is stem walk.

On an FFG the shaft always turns
clockwise when on:: is looking from
astern, therefore sternwa:k is always to
starboard, regardless of ::ng:ne order.
Once you stan the engines, the shaft be-
gins to roll and stemw'Ilk :s cicated by
the screw. Shaft rpm with one engine at
idle is 40-45 rpm and 60-65 rpm with
two engines on line.

Feeding thl! Sterm\'alk MOllster: Any-
thing you do to increase either propeller
pitch or shaft rpm increases the
stemwalk. Adding pitch in the astern di·
rection increases stem walk significantly
more than ahead pitch.

Killing tll/: Stern walk Mons/a: You've
got only two options: engage the shaft
brake or shut down the main engines.

Caging the Stalllvalk MOllstr:r: The
best you can do under most situations is

to neutralize an undesired stem walk.
Other than the screw, you've got only
one other controllable force that acts on
the stern-the rudder. This is the key. At
very low speeds the main use of the rud-
der will be to control sternwalk. Right
rudder will try to move the stern to port
around the pivot point and neutralize or
overcome the starboard sternwalk.

The rudder needs a water flow across it
to be effective, usually at least three-
knots on an FFG. With the FFG rudder
behind the screw, the means you will
have to use an ahead bell. Hold on a min-
ute. , . now your FFG wants to go ahead
at three knots. No problem. Use the aux·
iliary propulsion units (APUs) at 180.

Vector Logic: Once you underiitand
how to balance the vectors, it's relatively
simple to move your FFG by unbalancing
them. You will almost always want to use
a combination of engine, auxiliary pro-
pulsion units, and rudder.
~ APUs to balance the main engine and

move the bow.
~ Rudder to oppose or increase
stemwalk.
~ Main engine to move the ship and to
create flow across the rudder.

Let's get under wav and start with
some basic maneuvers:'

Twisting: In twisting your FFG, the
shortest way may not always be the most
direct route. If you're twisting to port,
then the stem walk helps you. What's
more, you can increase the sternwalk by
rocking the engine from ahead to astern.
You can't hurt the engine by doing this,
because there is a special engine-eontrol
subprogram called the "crash-back pro-
cessor" that takes over and protects the
engine. Watch the water around the ship
while you're rocking the engine, and reo
verse pitch as soon as you see the ship
pick up either headway or sternway .

. Twisting the ship to port can be accom-
plished without APUs, but use the APUs
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trained to port to help YOL:o Since you're
rocking the engine. there's no need to use
the APUs to counter the thrust of the
main engine. With two APUs energized.
the maximum train to the left is 240.

Twisting to starboard is a lot slower
because the stern walk works at!ainst vou.
You can't rock the engines to good effect
because each astern bell will create an
overpowering side-force vector. The only
thing you can do is power ahead with

right rudder. Here the APUs will have to
oppose the main-engine thrust so you
probably won't be able to use them at the
maximum side vector of 120. Let's start
with APUs at 150. In this situation you
will be adjusting both main engine pitch
and APU train if you want to keep your
FFG from getting way on. Remember.
you'lI need to keep the main engine bell
greater than three knots to overcome
sternwalk.

So now you' rc in the ch;mnel and the
executi ve orticcr Ie ft his repon chits on
the pier. You've gOI the conn and the
commanding orticer tells you to ' •••..be the
ship while staying in the channel. Your
FFG is stopped with APUs extended.
Train APUs to ISO.
APUs cm: traillcd tu 150 alld off. Sir.
Right full rudder.
Rudder is right full. Sir.
Engine ahead one-third indicate three

knots •
Engin~ answus ahead one·third for

thru knots. Sir.
Start port APU.
Port APU is trailled 150 and Oil. Sir.
Start starboard APU.
Starboard APU is Oil trained /50. Both

APUs are trailled 150 alld all. Sir.
Now you notice the ship is starting to

gather stemway. The astern componenl
of the APU vector is overcoming the
ahead vector of the main engine. You
have three choices: train the APUs farther
to starboard (increasing push on the bow
to starboard and decreasing the astern
vector): increase the main engine ahead
thrust; or do both. You decide to increase
the main engine only.
Engine ahead one-third indicate 3th

knots.
Engine answers alzcad one·third for ]'/:

knots, Sir.
Now the twist increases but you start to

gather headway. You decide to adjust
engine. APUs. and rudder.
Increase your rudder to right hard.
Rudder is right hard, Sir.
Train port and starboard APUs to

170.
Port and starboard APUs or! Irain!d

170 and on, Sir.
Engine ahead one-third indicate three

knots.
Engine answas ahead on!·rJzird for

rhre~ knots, Sir .
Hard rudder gives you a bigger side

vector and is a perfectly safe order with
your sea-<letail helmsman. An easy way
to keep an overzealous helmsman from
slamming the rudder into thc stops is to
order full rudder and then follow it with
hard rudder after the indicator shows the
rudder has reached the full position.

Back to your twist. You notice the
headway haS' SlOpped but lh.: rale of twist
has slowed. Whv? APUs at 170 have
only a small st~ard vector and the rud-
der at threc knots will have a smaller port
vector than it did at 31/: knots. But luckily
you noticc the jackstaff almost lined up
with your desired heading. and you make
a menIal nOle to twist to the IcCtand do it
the easy way nc~t time.

Crabbi1l~: No. seafood lovers. we'fC
not talking about catching them. wc'fC



talking about walking like them-
sidewise. Gelling under way and mooring
alongside a pier are the evolutions where
the FFG's special handling characteristics
are most useful. It is normally desirable
to keep the ship as parallel to the pier as
possible and move the ship in or out later-
ally-this is crabbing.

Once again. it's easier if the sternwalk
is in the desired direction. If you want to
crab to starboard. you will use the APUs
to match the slemwalk. Tne main engine
will oppose the astem vector of the APUs
and the rudder will be used to control the
sternwalk. either adding to it or opposing
it.

You're alongside the pier, port-side to.
With ships nested both fore and aft, you
want to get under way by crabbing to
starboard. The whistle just blew-you're
under way!
Train port and starboard APUs to

120.
APUs are trained to 120 and off, Sir.
Left full rudder.
Rudder is left, Sir.
Start port APU.
Parr APU is trained 120 and on, Sir.
Engine ahead one-third indicate three

knots.
Engint: answers ahead one-third for

three knots, Sir.

"-,. ~":-;.. :.r,,:'·
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Start S12rboard APU.
Starboard APU is traiMd 120 and on,

Sir. Both APUs art: traiMd 120 and
on. Sir.
You notice the ship begin to move for-

ward.
Train port and starboard APUs to

150.
Port and starboard APUs are trained

to 150 and on. Sir.
That doesn't do it-you're still mov-

ing forward and that fantail on the ship
ahead is getting closer. .
Engine stop
Engine answers stop. Sir.

What have you done? You've momen-
tarily killed your ahead vector. while
leaving the astem component of the 150
APU vector to check the ship's headway.
You're still moving to starboard because
of stemwalk and the starboard vector
component of the APUs at 150.

Now you notice the headway has
stopped. Don't wait until you gather
stemway to go ahead on the main engine-
do it now.
Engine ahead one-third iildic::ate 2V~

knots.
Engint: answers ahead one-third for 21/2

knots. Sir.
Train port and starboard APUs to

120.

APUS at

~

$lernwalk
Rudder-

APU Cancels
Engine
Ahead
Vector

~r .

Port and starboard APUs are trainr:d
to 120 and on. Sir.

You didn't use at least three knoL~-
why not? First. you are not trying to op-
pose the stemwalk, you're trying to assist
it. Therefore, the effect of left full rudder
need not be as strong as the side force;
you wiJl still get a starboard vector from
the rudder even if it's not as strong as the
side force. Second, by increasing pitch
on the CPP you have increase.d the side-
force vector. To keep your bow moving
to starboard you've gone to the maximum
side vector with both APUs-120. New
you notice your stern is going to star-
board faster than the bow. You have no
fore and aft motion.
Rudder amidships.
Rudder is amidships. Sir.

Now the ship picks up headway be-
cause essentially none of the wash from
the CPP is being deflected by the rudder.
How do you stop it and stil1 let the bow
move to starboard fast enough to catch up
with the stem?
Engine stop.
Engine answers stop. Sir.

You've done two things: reduced the
stemwalk vector by reducing pitch and
avoided reducing the APU starboard vec-
tor by not training the APUs farther aft.

Sternwalk
E!JdL-
Rudder Vector

STBD APU.
Vector-
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But now you have an unbalanced astern
vector from the APUs. No problem. Use
an ahead bell as soon as the headway has
stopped. If the stem is still getting cocked
out too far you can order right rudder
while going ahead on the engine. If the
bow is getting cocked out faster than the
stem. you can train the APUs farther aft
and increase the main engine as necessary
to counter the increased APU astern vec-
tor.

Crabbing to Pon: Notice that when
getting under way in the port-side-to sce-
nario you've really got everything going
for you because you're not opposing the
sternwalk. Gelling under way from a
starboard-side berth is where we separate
the old salls from the midshipmen. You
can do it almost as easily. if more slowly.
provided you don't have an onsetting
wind or current. As in twisting to star-
board. you will use right rudder and
ahead thrust on the main engine not only
to oppose the stem walk but also to create
a port vector at thc stem. AI! lines arc on
deck. Under wav.
Right hard rud·der. .
Rudder is righl hard. Sir.

Train port and starboard APUs to
200.

Port and starboard MUs are trained
to 200 and off. Sir.

Start starboard APU.
Starboard APU is trained 200 and on.

Sir.
Engine ahead one-third indicate three

knots.
Engine answers ahead one-third for

thru knots, Sir.
Start port APU.
Parr APU is on trained 200. Sir. Port

and starboard APUs are trained 200
and on. Sir.
Notice that you did not use the full port

vector of the APUs at 240 to give more of
an astern v;:ctor. You'lI need at least
three knots ahead on the main engine to
get enough port vector from the rudder.

As your FFG moves away from the
dock the stem begins to move faster to
port than the bow.
Train port and starboard APUs to

220.
Port and starboard APUs are trained

220 alld on. Sir.
You've increased the port vector on the
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APUs and decreased the astern vector.
Now the ship starts to creep ahead.
Engine ahead one-third indicate 21/:

knots.
Engine answers ahead one·third for 2//:

knots, Sir.
Now the bow is moving to port faster

than the stem. Why? You forgot to keep
at least three knots of water flow across
the rudder. This is okay for a short period
because you want the how to catch up
with the stem in moving to po~. but if
you leave the main engine like this for too
long the stem walk will take over and
rr.ove the stem to starboard. You decide
to split the difference between your two
previous APU orders.
Train port and starboard APUs to

210.
Pan and starboard APUs au trainrd

to 210 and on, Sir.
Engine ahead one-third indicate three

knots.
Engine answus ah~ad one·third for

three knots. Sir.
Backing: You would think backing ;l

ship would be easy. Thcy go ahcad with·
out any problems-why not go ;ll'tern?



An FFG, like all single-screw ships,
doesn't want to back straight. You can go
astem all right. bUI keeping the ship
going whcre you want it to calls for some
clever shiphamlling. The problem, as
always, is our old friend the Stemwalk
Monster.

Once you put on astern pitch on the
CPP you cause a major increase in the
stem walk vector. Since you have also
directed the screw wash away from the
rudder. you have caused a major reduc-
tion in rudder effectiveness. Earlier we
said that you needed at least a three-know
ahead bell 10 make the rudder take effect.
Going astern you will need to gather
about three knots sternway. For the rud-
der to overcome the sternwalk vector,
however, you will need to reduce the
stem walk as much as possible- "Take
off that backing bell, Mister!" Use the
FFG driver's secret weapon-the APUs.

With these thoughts in mind, let's look
at some ways to back. Remember, there
are several. With luck you may not need
any other combinations. but one of the
secrets of good shiphandling is to use
everything available. Some backing pos-
sibilities include:
~ Main engine stop, APUs at 160, rudder
amidships. The vectors don't quite add
up right, but once you gather stemway
you will have remarkably little sideslip to
starboard and can use the rudder to con-
trol the stem.
~ Rocking the engine and shifting the
rudder. It takes a little practice to get the
rhythm but it works. With APUs at 180
and right hard rudder, go ahead one-third
for five knots. As soon as the stem is
moving to port, back the engine one-third
and shift the rudder. Don't wait until the
stem begins to move to starboard before
shifting the rudder and going ahead
again. The trick is to rock the engine and
shift the rudder just fast enough to keep
the ship moving astern without the stem
oscillating like a rattlesnake.
~ APUs at 180. right hard rudder, engine
ahead one-third for three knots. This is
probably the safest and the easiest, par-
ticularly before you have sternway on.
Here we go back to our first vector dia-
gram, and remember that it takes about
4 'I: k.nots to overcome the astern vector
of both APUs. The net result of this ar-
rangement, therefore, will be an unbal-
anced astem vector. Once you gather
enough stemway. then you can stop the
main engine and use a combination of
APU train orders and rudder to control
the ship.

or more of the basic maneuvers discusscd
earlier-twisting. crabbing. backing.
and, or course. going ahead.

Making a Landing;' During the ap-
proach, you can leave your ahead bell on
•. lot later than you can in most other ship
classes. Don't forget to keep control of
the stern with at least three knots of water
flow, and don't forget that you can use
the APUs to slow the ship's headway.
When you ring up all stop you will, by
decreasing pitch. cause the CPP blades to
"close:' thereby creating a lot of drag.
The fast response of the CPP and the gas
turbines plus the crash-back processor are
other reasons to keep your ahead bell on.
During the final stages of a landing. [ like
to stop parallel to the pier 20-40 feet
away and then crab sideways up to the
final mooring position_ This distance is
close enough to start gening lines over,
and it also prevents the sharp sides from
damaging another ship when mooring in
a nest,

The conventional wisdom for making
the approach to the pier is to make a shal-
low angle to the pier for a port-side siding
landing and wider angle for a starboard-
side makeup. The key point, as always, is
whether the sternwalk helps you or not.

In the port-side case, the sternwalk
moves the stern away from the pier and
cocks the bow toward it. The solution is
to make as shallow an approach as possi-
ble and, when the lineup is good with the
pier fore and aft. to crab to port. Getting
line six over as early as possible is impor-
tant. Once six is over and led to the warp-
ing capstan, you've go the Sternwalk
Monster all tied up. Now you can move
the bow in with the APUs.

Starboard-side-to landings are easier
because the sternwalk assists you. The
wider approach angle allows you to get
bow lines over before the stem walk
twists your bow away from the pier.
Once again, use APUs to help you crab
into the pier while parallel to it.

In actual practice. remember that you
will almost always have something keep-
ing your landing from being routine.
Usually it's the wind and the pre$ence of
obstructions or other ships that cause you
to use a combination of maneuvers. I will
discuss two landings that occurred in
Mayport, both with strong offsetting
winds,

The first was a port-side-to landing
astern of a CY tied starboard-sidc-to.
There was a 15-knot wind blu .••..ine di-
rectly off the pier. Returning from- $ca,
we lowered APUs prior to ent<:ring the
basin and twisted to starboard in thc lee
of the moored CY. Becau$e of some
bargcs aft of the CY, we couldn't makc as

Oar an approach as we would have liked.
As our bow passed the stern of the car-

rier. the full force of the wind tried to
blow the ship away from the pier. To off.
set the wind. both APUs were used
trained to 240. Because this also gave a~
astern vector. we were able to keep the
main engine ahead for five knots. This
did two things: It kept the ship moving
ahead slowly, and the greater wash on the
rudder allowed the rudder to overcome
both stemwalk and wind,

Once the stern was clear of the barges,
rudder was increased to ri2ht hard to
move the stern upwind to the pier. On
this particular day. our mooring capstan
aft was out of commission, but we were
still able to get the ship alongside nicely
and hold her in position against the pier.
Although we had a tug standing by in the
center of the basin, we never used it.

The second occasion was a starboard-
side landing. only this time we were re-
quired to back in alongside another FFG
past a destroyer tender with an mine-
sweeper outboard. There was a 20-knot
offsetting wind.

Because of the high wind, our game
plan was to go as close as possible to the
tender and the minesweeper. and not get
caught in a situation in which we had to
crab upwind. I don't think we could have
done this anyway in the wind we had. We
stationed the standby tug downwind in
case the wind overpowered us.

Returning from sea. we started our
twist to starboard early because we knew
we would be gening blown downwind
and we wanted to end up with our stern
fairly close to the port bow of the tender.

As we came out of the twist to star-
board. we initially tried to back with rud-
der amidships and APUs at 160. Because
of the angle and strength of the wind. the
bow kept falling off to port. To correct
this, APUs were trained farther to star-
board until the ship was moving straight
astern. With the 20-knot wind it took
both APUs at 120 to hold the bow into the
wind.

We let the astern component of the
APU vector move the ship aft. This
worked fine until the stern was downwind
of the tender. With the tender blocking
the wind (as we wanted it to) aft, the
Sternwalk Monster took over and began
to move our stem toward the mine-
sweeper. To correct this swing. rudder
was placed at right full and a short burst
ahead was given on thc main eneincs.
Once the ship .••..as straightcned oui. the
engine was stopped and the rudder shiftcd
to Icft full. As the ship movec.lastern, the
left rudder offset the slernwalk and we
slid aloneside the othcr FFG nicelv.

Once ;Iongside. we kickcc.l the' main



engine ahead to kill our stem way and
stopped the APUs. We never had to call
the tug.

Towing: The first thing to do is to
break out Volume One of the Ship's In-
formation Book. It has diagrams of the
rigs for both towing and being towed.
Most ships rig messengers up both sides
to let the CO change his mind once he's
decided to make a port-side approach. I
recommend tying off the messengers with
rubber bands rather than marline. The
sailing community has been doing this
with their spinnakers for years. It's a lot
easier than having some poor boatswain' s
mate running down the side, tripping
over coamings and cleats while trying to
cut the marline lashings with a du1l knife.
Rubber bands will hold the messenger
and break when they are supposed to-as
the other ships haul in.

The unique shiphandling abilities of an
FFG are especially useful in towing.
Lower your APUs as you watch the drift
rate on the other ship. A good seaman's
eye is essential here. Remember. unless
there is no wind or current you will be
maneuvering on a moying ship. There are
several ways to approach the ship to be
towed. Most Navy ships use one of three
methods. One is t(l come up from behind.
pass parallel to the ship to be towed while
pUlling lines over. and then stop in front
of the other ship for passing of the towing
hawser. The advant:1ge of this !'Ilcthod is
the east of getting the lines over. The dis-
advantage is you must eorrcct f(lr drift.

The second method is the "cross the
tee" approach at a right angle to the other
ship's bow. The advantage here is that,
for a ship lying broadside to the wind
(like another FFG), your approach is not
as dependent on the other ship's drift.
Drift will be compensated for with your
main engines as you slow and stop. The .
disadvantage is that you can't put lines
over until the last moment and you give
your gunner's mates much smaller target.

The third type of approach is just a
combination of the first two-at an angle
between parallel and 90°. Naturally you
have some of the advantages and disad-
vantages of the other approaches, de-
pending on the angle.

Another decision is whether to make
an upwind or downwind approach. I like
to have an escape route in cast things
don't go as planned. With the quick re-
sponse of an FFG plus the fact that ap-
proaches are limited to five knots with
APUs down and upwind. a portside-IO
approach is ideal if the wind is no! too
strong. A crash-back will let the
stemwalk keep the stem away from the
other ship. and APUs at 120 will keep the
bow out of harm's way.

Conning while towing should be by
portable radio. You may start on· the
bridge. but walk aft on the 02 level as
your FFG passes the other ship. Keep
your.;c1f positioned where you can see the
action on both ships. You will end up on
the after end of the O~ level. where you
can see the hawser being passed. Once

you gel your stem by the olher ship's
bow, you will need to givc a series of
rudder. engine. and APU orders to keep
the stem close to the other ship's bow.
APUs at 180 and engine ahead for three
or four knots will let you move your stern
into position. You may also need to crab
downwind. The necessity for these com-
mands will decrease once vour FFG be-
gins to match the other ship's drift. In an
actual rescue the other ship will probably
not have power to her capstan. so keeping
the two ships close together is essential.
That's a very heavy cable to lug on board
by hand! _

Once they're hooked up. stay aft where
you can see the strain on the hawser. Let
the officer of the deck on the bridge keep
a walch for contacts ahead. Now it's time
to go ahead on the main engines. Start
slow. Engine ahead for two knots is a
good place to start. Once the hawser be-
gins to stretch out, the towed ship should
veer chain. For a towing exercise with
another FFG, there shots should be suffi-
cient. For an actual tow, you will want a
lot of chain. The chain adds weight to the
tow rig and acts as a shock absorber. The
ideal tow length puts both ships "in
step." meeting the seas at the same part
of the ocean swell.

Once chain is veered, the towed ship
will pass chain stoppers. Retract the
APUs and work up to towing speed. Go
up in half-knot increments and watch the
hawser. Ensure that there is always some
catenary (dip) in the hawser. The tradi-
tional rule of thumb is never to put
enough strain on the hawser to cause it to
come completely out of the water. When
towing another FFG, you can come up to
12 knots on the engine and make about
eight knots through the water.

To cast off the tow, slow gradually and
lower APUs as your FFG's speed through
the water passes below five knots. Once
again, station yourself aft on the 02 level
until all lines are on deck and you are
clear of the other ship.

Und~rway R~p{~nishment: UnRep
alongside is just about the same as with
other ships. At UnRep speeds, the
stem walk is compensated for by the
helmsman. without him or you realizing
it. As is common practice on all ships,
give courses to steer ins lead of rudder
angles. Give engine orders in knots and
half·knots.

Probably the biggest difference from
steam-powered ships is the rapid acceler~
at ion and deceleration associated with
gas·turbine engines and controllable-
pitch propeller.;. You will have 10 wait
much longer during the approach before
slowing lu Romeo speed. How soon de-
pend~ upon how much faster than Romeo



speed you make your approach. This
takes pr:lcticc. so don't expect to get it
right the first time. If you're going to
overshoot. jU~1 make :l bold speed reduc-
tion to :lbout eight knots for a moment
:lnd then go ba.:k to Romeo speed.

Mall O\'(:rboard: Forget the APUs for
this one: there isn't time. Fleet Exercise
Publication (FXP-3) standards for this
are: ship recovery-less than six minutes
(maximum points three minutes or less):
boat recovery-Icss than eight minutes
(maximum points live minutes or less).
~ Ship Recovery: Achieving the maxi-
mum is tough. Because of sternwallc,
your FFG wiil always turn faster to port.
If it's for real and the man is behind the
ship, turn to port. If not, turn toward the
side the man went over. This swings the
stem and the screw away from the man.
Once you get about 600 off your initial
heading, give rudder amidships for about
five seconds. This will elongate your cir-
cle, but it will allow you to steer toward
the man during the last few yards of your
approach. Approach so as to get upwind.
With the sail area of an FFG, you will
begin to drift downwind even before you
are dead in the water (DIW). As you slow
on your approach, remember the
stemwalk and use right rudder as neces-
sary. Use ahead f1ank while coming
around and back full to stop. You want to
be fast, drill or not, and the crash-back
processor will protect the engines.

At night or in low visibility use a Wil-
liamson turn to retrace your track. SWOs
basic review: After turning toward the
side where the man went over, shift your
rudder when you pass 600 from your ini-
tial heading. Steady on the reciprocal of
your original course.
~ Boat Recovery: For a boat recovery.
crash back and get the ship DIW as close
as possible to the man.

Anchoring: There are two schools of
thought here and they seem to depend on
who is watching you. In a graded preci-
sion anchorage (i.e .. your GITMO big
brother is watching), it's probably safer
to use the APUs to control the bow as you
prepare to drop the anchor.

As you ring up all stop and coast up to
the precision anchorage drop point. the
helmsman will lose steerageway (at about
three knots. right?) and your FFG will try
to twist to port as a result of sternwalk
acting around the pivot point. So. barring
some action on your part. the bow will
falloff to port. your FTG observer will
chuckle to himself. :lnd you will holler
"Let go~" as your h:lwSC continues to
swing farther and farther away from the
magi~ point on the navigator"~ chart.

So now vou are sweating an e,;lension
or refrcshe'r trJining (Refl;a) hccau~c of

Rudder
midships

failed p~ision anchorages. What to do?
Creep up on the damn drop point with
both APUs extended head to head. Touch
the port of starboard APU as needed to
help keep the ship on course after slowing
below steerageway.

Now you've finished Reftra and are
headed to a well-earned liberty. You' re to
anchor in the lee of one of those sunny
tropic isles. !Xl you really need APUs
extended head to head. Touch the port or
starboard APU as needed to help keep the
ship on course after slowing below
steerageway.

Now you've finished Reftra and are
headed to a well-earned liberty. You're to
anchor in the lee of one of those sunny
topic isles. !Xl you really need APUs for
this one? Probably not. You can make a
precision anchor drop by minimizing the
time your FFG is at speeds below
steerageway. Approach your anchorage
at five knots. When you get to about 100
yards from the anchorage. go directly
from ahead one-third for five knots to
back two-thirds for ten· knots. The crash-
back processor will take over. Just before
your FFG goes DIW. give right full rud-
der to counteract the slernwalk. As you
go DIW. order back one-third and let go

the anchor. Once you have slcmway.
order SlOp. By this time the forecastle
will be applying the wildcat brake and
your anchor will take :l gocxl bite. You
can then vccr chain to get the desired
scope.

This method will do several things. It
will let you anchor without the need for
APUs or a third SSDG. By not Slaying
over the drop point, you avoid piling
chain on top of the anchor. This will
greatly reduce lhe probability Gf a fouled
anchor. By having stem way on when the
brake is applied, you will dig in the an-
chor right away. No doubts about
whether it's holding or not. Don't wait
for the wind and current to set your an-
chor.

Using Tugs: "Dead stick" berth shifts
are usually done by the harbor pilot using
two tugs in a "power" makeup. All you
do is walch. If it's a simple move and the
snipes haven't torn down the main en-
gines, do it under ship's power. It's a
great way to get some extra shiphandling
practice.

For almost all evolutions with ship's
power and APUs available, one tug
standing by is enough. You shouldn't
need a tug with an FFG unless you've got
an unfavorable wind or current. Then you
will usually use them to help push into a
berth or out of one. In these situations.
make up the tug on a 900 angle aft of the
torpedo tubes. Keep their bow away from
those helo nets! Using a single APU at
270 or 090 will nicely balance a tug push-
ing in the same direction and cause you to
crab evenly.

Most Navy tugs are single screw and
have their own sternwalk problems. Un-
like FFGs however, their stem walk de-
pends on what bell they have rung up.

Their shafts turn clockwise when
viewed from astern and the tug is going
ahead. The shaft reverses direction when
going astern. Their slernwalk. therefore,
is to starboard when the tug is going
ahead and to port when the tug is back-
ing. It is not uncommon for these single-
screw tugs to lo~e steerage and end up

Tug
,Slern
Walk



Pflralkl (0 your rrG Ins(ead of "staying
on a 90," If you don't give him a ~top
order. he will eause you to surge ahead or
astem as he tries to recover his proper
angle. Help thc tugmaster out hy rigging
a quarter line (also called a stem line)
from his fantail on the side opposite of his
stemwalk.

There i~ a major safety eoncern here. If
you gel very much fore or aft movement
opposite from the quarter line. it's possi.
ble to roll the tug over-that's right, eap-
size it. Unfortunately this sometimes oc-
curs in the Merchant Marine.

A tug pu~hing aheau can u~ually kecp
perpendicular to your FFG with her rud·
der. so a quarter line will not be neces-
sarv; vou mav not even use a head line. If
vo~ h~ve on; of those twin-screw civilian
tugs. a quarter line will not be needed
here. either.

Orders to the tug are normally made
with a working channel on ,the bridge·to-
bridge radio and acknowledged by the tug
with whistle toots. Onee the tug is made
up. she will report "ready to work."

Casting About Using the Anchor: I've
had only one occasion to do this and I
would bet most FFGs have never done it
at all. The best discussions of using an
anchor in shiphandling are in the SWO
School handout "Shiphandling Destroy-
ers" by John W. Schmidt, and in

Knight's Modern Seamanship. The an·
ehor has been called thc "poor man's
tugboat.·· On most ship classes you can
control the bow independently of the
stem only by u~ing tugs. mooring lines.
or the anchor. On FFGs vou have the
APUs. Offsetting the APU' advantage is
that you havc only one anchor and it's on
the starboard side.

There arc two wavs to use the anchor
in shiphandling. The' first is tll slow down
movement of the bow. usuallv bv dr;.lC-
ging the anchor over the h\l(tom' ;.I~ the
ship is being worked into a berth. This is
norm;.llly only for large ships and is not

really applicahle to FFGs: working
against the anchor lcts larger ships use
more engine and rudder power. just like
using APUs l<1 oppose the main engine
works for FFGs. (Sce l\/li"l1t's.)

The anchor C;.Inalso he used to assist in
a turn or twist. For this purpose. the an-
chor is most elTcctive •••..hen the chain
tends under the keel. In other words. the
anchor i~opposite from the way you want
to tum. This is because the chain will
have a shallower lead angle with the bot-
tom from the keel than from the hawse.
On an FFG. with only a starboard anchor,
this means a turn to port. Unfortunately
turns or twists to port are what an FFG
wants to do naturally because of
stemwalk.

My one opportunity to turn on an an-
chor. the first time in 19 years of naval
service. was in Bordeaux. France. Bor·
deaux is about 60 miles upriver. The river
gets as shallow as 15 feet in some places.
but there is also a l5-foottide. By timing
it right you can g.o upriver with the tide
without danger.

Arriving with the tide, however.
means that you also moor in a three-knot
current. To make matters worse. you've
got to do a 1800 twist in a channel that's
only about 500 feet wide. Downcurrent
(upriver) of the benh about 600 yards is a
low bridge built by Napoleon in the early
18oos. We had a French pilot on board
and there was a tug standing by.

We started our twist about 1.000 yards
upcurrent from the berth. We had left
hard rudder and APUs at 240 for a maxi-
mum twist effect. Once we began to
twist. it became very noticeable how fast
the current was bringing us upriver. We
got the ship broadside to the current. but
the bow just wouldn't go any farther. As
we passed the berth I asked the pilot to
have the tug push on the starboard bow.
The tug maneuvered into position but for
some reason wouldn't come in and push.

By this time we were all looking with
growing apprehension (fear) at the
bridge. I had been using greater ahead
and astern bells trying to kick the stem
around until I finally ended up using
ahc;.ld nank and back full. Remember. I
could not allow real headway or stemway
because of the n:lrrow channel. Bv thi~
time the French pilot had forgotten ~Il his
Enclish and w;.lS vellin~ excitedl\' to the
tuc~ which with ~uch ;moke and r.lcin!!
o( hi~ engine wa.c; approaching and the~
b;.lcking off our bow without evcr'tlluch-
ing us.

With visions of my ship pinned broad-
~ide to Napoleon's briul;c in all of next
day's newspapers. I nrdcred the anchor
let go. I didn't need t('l use the hridge
phone talker for that c\lInmand. Thc c;.llm

that descended after the anchor !!rabbed
was deafening. We swung ;round.
pointed at last in the right direction. After
weighing anchor and proceeding to our
berth. we needed a 3 '/:-knot ahead bell to
hold the ship in position while the lines
were put over. It took several hours and
more than a few drinks before my pulse
rate retumed to normal.

~ The Stem walk Monster is really a
paper tiger as long as you don't forget to
correct for it.
~ If the wind is greater than I:! knots.
plan on using a tug assist.
•. Don't count on stemwalk to help y('lu.
even if it's in the desired directi\ln.
~ Use the APUs together.
•. Keep at least a three-knot now over
vour rudder.
~ Watch the stern for the best indication
of turninc.
~ The APUs ;.Ire our first choi<:c for al-
most all close-in maneuvcring ~itu:Jti(ln~_
but your anchor may well be what sa\'~s
you when things go wrong.
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